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Determination Found Across All Practices 

 

Darwin’s Struggle for 
Acceptance  
Michael Sherman 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS – 
In 1835 aboard the HMS Beagle, 
the naturalist, Charles Darwin, 
arrived at the Galapagos Islands 
to study different animals. 
Through his research, he 
proposed his theory of natural 
selection, which states that those 
animals better adapted to their 
environment tend to live on while 
the rest go extinct. 
 
Darwin’s theory has been 
summarized in a popular saying: 
survival of the fittest. This theory 
is widely believed to be the 
leading factor of evolution. 
 
Meanwhile, At Tufts School of 
Medicine, Sean Carroll, a 2009 
graduate student, worked with 
fruit fly genes to unravel a new 
branch of science, evolutionary 
developmental biology. In an 
interview with Carroll, he 
discusses the hypocrisy of 
doubting evolution when DNA 
Science itself is so prevalent in 
such things at convicting 
criminals and testing for terminal 
illnesses or paternity. 

 

It is through the determination of 
such pioneer’s as Carroll and 
Darwin that scientific progress 
can occur. Evolution may not be 
a universally accepted theory, 
but drawing on results of fossil 
records and DNA tests between 
humans and animals, it is far 
more plausible than it was in the 
mid-1800’s.  
 
How did Darwin do it? How is 
Carroll proving Darwin right? 
Both scientists dealt with a great 
deal of opposition from their 
contemporaries, but they 
persevered enough to open up 
new worlds of possibility. 

 
Scientist Shocks Climate 
Community with New 
Proposal 
Michael Sherman 
WASHNGTON, D.C. – With her 
new idea linking climate change 
and weather, Jennifer Francis, 
an atmospheric scientist, can 
attest to the need to challenge 
opposition with determination.  
 
Francis suggests that “the 
warming Arctic is changing 
weather patterns in temperate 
latitudes by altering the 
behavior of the northern polar 
jet stream” (Kintisch 154). 
Although her hypothesis could 
be flat out wrong, the scientific 
community doesn’t seem to be 
 

 
Jennifer Francis 

 

giving Francis a chance to 
explain. For instance, Kevin 
Trenberth of the National Center 
for Atmospheric Research 
adamantly claimed that “the 
notion that it can alter the jet 
stream ‘is just plain wrong’” 
(Kintisch 160).  
 
By shooting down her idea 
immediately, all the predisposed 
naysayers are essentially 
inhibiting the progress of 
science. Francis could be on the 
verge of a revolutionary 
discovery, but people are not 
allowing her to explain herself, 
which can be a dangerous 
game to play given the gravity of 
global warming.  
 
Thankfully for Francis, “seeking 
out adversity is part of [her] 
character,” which is what 
scientists need to have when 
faced with opposition: grit, 
resilience, determination 
(Kintisch 156). 


